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to 

March 2021

Who are we and what have 
we learned?

Chair: Deb Checkland’s AGM report 2021.



• Swansea Tree Forum was set up in March 2020, at a meeting at the 
https://www.environmentcentre.org.uk, Pier Street, Swansea. 

• We have a Constitution, and a Committee.

• We aim to protect, maintain and improve tree canopy cover in 
Swansea.

• We are a forum of volunteers and organisations who share a wish to 
engage with tree management decisions in the city. 

• Before last March we were a pop up campaigning group; 
https://www.facebook.com/SaveSwanseasTrees/

• Now we have a website, https://www.swanseatreeforum.org , and 
our own https://www.facebook.com/groups/2439390016097430/

• We’ve been busy all year and what have we learned.. ??

https://www.environmentcentre.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/SaveSwanseasTrees/
https://www.swanseatreeforum.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2439390016097430/


Protecting our mature trees is our 
first priority and supports the others.

• https://theconversation.com/why-keeping-
one-mature-street-tree-is-far-better-for-
humans-and-nature-than-planting-lots-of-
new-ones-154114

• Then maintaining, eg taking care of the trees 
outside our homes, checking, watering if 
needs be in these times of climate change.

• The aim is for a much greener city, with 
priority for trees. 

• This report covers our activities to March 
2021. Details of the locations are in the notes.

https://theconversation.com/why-keeping-one-mature-street-tree-is-far-better-for-humans-and-nature-than-planting-lots-of-new-ones-154114


People are vital 
• Get to know your 

local trees

• The earlier the 
better

• Notice if anything is 
happening, 

• Talk to people who 
are looking at them

• If you are hugging a 
tree it can’t be cut 
down



A Basic toolkit
• Measure round 

the tree at 1 and 
half metres
height, (the 
height of most 
adults’ noses!)

• Number them 
and make a list.

• Take a photo, or 
lots at different 
times of year

• We may have a 
tree mapping 
project coming. Find out what type of tree it is, 



You can get an idea of how old it is just by 
looking.
You can guess if you 
encircle it with your;

Fingers; a few years

Hands; maybe 10

I person; maybe 20+

2 people; probably 
vintage

3 people’s arms; 
probably Ancient



Swansea uses British Standard 5837:2012 
when judging the value of local trees
• Category A and B 

(BS5837:2012) – high and 
moderate quality trees will 
usually be expected to be 
incorporated into a layout. 
Category C trees should be 
retained where the 
proposals do not require 
their removal. 

• 4.6 Category C and U trees 
should be retained where 
they have significant 
biodiversity features and 
their retention will not be 
hazardous. 

• Trees can have a Tree 
Preservation order, eg
Special Protection



If you are worried something might be 
happening to your trees, what are the rules?
• Who’s land is it on?

• Councils do not need 
planning permission 
for their own land. 

• They are expected to 
keep to their own 
good practice.

• We want this 
strengthened.



Other people do need planning permission, here is 
our easy guide, it is on our website;

• Basic rules are 
the same;

• Know your trees

• Measure and 
photo them and 
make a note

• Talk to people 
around, and if 
you have more 
questions ask 
your Councillor.

https://cfb15f18-f8a9-4172-8772-
a5673d42e5df.filesusr.com/ugd/fedfe2_c96a42f8ae244c8fa4aba7eb21bc0781.pdf

https://cfb15f18-f8a9-4172-8772-a5673d42e5df.filesusr.com/ugd/fedfe2_c96a42f8ae244c8fa4aba7eb21bc0781.pdf


Sadly sometimes they have to come down

• They might be 
damaged

• We have different 
diseases now, 
there is lots of Ash 
Die back

• A tree in the 
woods might be 
ok, if its by a 
building, might be 
dangerous



You can help by keeping an eye out, and asking 
questions

• We noticed some trees needed 
watering, and asked people in the 
local shops, banks and offices to 
help

• Trees below were nearly caught by 
the lockdown; we found out who 
they belonged to, so they could be 
watered.

Look out for 
signs for 
reasons why 
they have to 
cut trees.



Often we are told the trees have been planted in the wrong place. Then 
options can be felling or pollarding. We think solutions should be found 
to keep trees. Russell, our arborologist, talks here about in city 
solutions; https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=HvyfK0ABnAc

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=HvyfK0ABnAc


And of course, you can always plant trees

• 'When is the 
best time to 
plant a 
tree?’

• ‘100 years 
ago’

• Lets do it…

Left; Guildhall, 
Middle; saving whips 
from lockdown 
drought,
Right; Sweet chestnut 
into the Vetch.



Putting down 
roots. In two years’ time;

An effective Community 
Advocate?

A Valued local partner?

A respected national profile?.


